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The California Dairy Quality Assurapce Program
(Environmental Stewardship component)

Partnership Agreement Sumnary

This *'Partnership Ageement” is to formalize a covperative agrgement between the California
Dairy Quality Assurance Program (CDQAP), the University of California Cooperative
Extension (UCCE). the California Depariment of Fond and Agrigulture (CDFA), the Califoraia
Environmental Protection Agency and the State Water Resourdes Control Board (Cal-EPA-
SWRCB), the California Resonrces Agency and Department of Fith and Game (CRA-DFG), and
three organizations within the United States Department of Agr culture: Animal Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS), the Nafural Resources Conservatign Service (NRCS), the I'arm

Services Agency (FS4), and Region 9 of the Lhited States Environmental Proteciion Agency
(US-EPA).

companent of the CDOAP as a volunlary, cooperative goverament and industry education/
facility evaluation program. The program 's phjsetive is to assist Colifornia dairy prodicers in
meeting all federal, state, regional and local requirements refating 10 manure and nutrient
management. The program’s wltimate goal is to help ensure a{ healthful environment Jor the
people and wildlife of the siate of California. The program core |componens include contirming
education workshops for producers, the creation of Invironmenial  Stewardship Farm
Management Plans teilored 1o wach dairy, and on-site evaluation| by a third pariy.

The purpose of this Puarinership Agreement is 1o suppar :T Environmental Stewardship

Euch of the participaling State and Federal agencies will suppgrt the parinership 10 the exient
that i does not conflict with any agency's statutory and reguldtory obligations. The parties 10
the Partership Agreement recognize their related interests and py mutual agreement will ereate
a framework to enhance public and environnental health in the State of California. Industry
organizations supporting s agreement inchnde: Californie Dairy Research Foundation,
California Farm Burean Federation, California Mamifacturing Milk Advisory Board, California
Milk Advisory Board, Milk Producers Council. and Westerty United Dairymen. Technical
support including education and training is being provided fy the University of California,
Davis.
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PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
. between the

CALIFORNIA DAIRY INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
which are members of the | .
CALIFORNIA DAIRY QUALITY ASSURANC PROGRAM
(ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP COMPONENT)
and

FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCT

w

1. Agreement to Establish Partnership

This “Partnership Agreement” (PA) is to formalize 2 cooper tive agreement berween the
California Dairy Quality Assurance Prograin (CDQAP). the University of California Coopurative
Extension (UCCE). the California Dapartment of ¥ood and Agrigulture (CDFA), the California
Environmental Protection Agency and the State Water Resourges Caontrol. Board (Cal-EPA-
SWRCRB), the California Resources Agency and Department of Figh and Game (CRA-DFG), and
three agencies within the United States Department of Agriculure: Animal Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS), the Matural Resources Conservatipn Service (NRCS), the Farm

Services Agency (FSA); and Region 9 of the United States En ironmental Protection Agency
(US-EPA).

The term “Partnership,” as used in this agreement, is not intendedl to create 2 partnership within
the meaning of Califcrnia Corporations Code section 15006, thet is, an association of two or
more persons to carry On as co-owners 2 business for profit. No party to this agreement is
authorized to enter into any contract or arrangement on behalf of any other party to this
agreement in the absence of specific written authorization. Furthermore, it is intended that each
party to this agreement shall bear its own liability for its own acts|and shall assume no liability for
the acts of any other party to this agreement. Industry organizakions SUppOrting this agreement
include the California Dairy Research Foundation, California Far Bureau Federation, California
Manufacturing Milk Advisory Board, Milk Producers Council, anfl Western United Dairymen.

I'he Partnership Agrezment will ultimately result in an voluntafy, cooperafive government a_md
industry environmental ‘stewardship education program. Prodycers completing this education
program will become neartificd.” The term “certified” or “certifi tion” as used in this agreement,
carries no regulatory significance other than to inform local, regidnal, state and federal agencies of
the producer’s efforts in meeting compliance. Nothing in this agreement shall be construed as
surrendering existing statutory or regulatory authority of any rdgulamry agency. Nothing in this
agreement shall be constued to release a dairy operator from complying with the applicable
federal, state, regional or local environmental statutes, regulations, permits, or orders.
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The exact policies and procedures by which a producer will becomd certified will be determined
following a pilet program to be coordinated by the Californial Department of Food and
Agriculture (see Section VIII). Other interested parties such as the California Regional Water
Boards and the Department of Health Services will be invited to participate in both the pilot
program and the development of certification policies and pr cedures. The policies and |
procedures will be agreed to by unanimous consent of all partners prior to their implementation.

I1. Partnership Purpose and Goals

The purpose of this Purtnership Agreement is to support the Califgrnia Dairy Quality Assurance

Program as a voluntary, cooperative government and industry edueation and facility evajuation
program. The program’s objective is fo assist California dairy proflucers in meeting all federal,
state, regional and local regulations relating to manure and nutrient| management. The program’s

ultimate goal is to help ensure a healthful environment for the peoplle and wildlife of the state of
California. The program core components include continuing educa ion workshops for producers,

the creation of Environmental Stewardship Farm Management Plans specific to each dairy, and

an-site evaluation by a third party. However, third party evaluatjon and certification is not 2
determination that a fasility is in compliance with environmental la and regulations.

{n order to facilitate the education and certification of the state’s dairy producers, all partners in
this agreement will ccoperate in the development of training matprials designed to assist dairy
producers inte coming into compliance with all federal, state, re, ional and local environmental
rules and regulations. Each of the participating state and féderal agencies and industry
organizations will support the partnership to the extent that it does|not conflict with any agency’s
statutory and regulatory obligations, The parties to the Partnersiiip Agreement recognize their
related interests and by mutual agreement will create a fram ork to enhance public and
environmental health in the State of California. ’

111, Program Arenﬂ nd Activities

This ngreement sets forth the working arangements among thkse agencies and participating
industry organizations concerning mutual planning, sharing of information, and training in mattees
relating to environmental stewardship for dairy producers. Principal considerations will he the
enhancement of envireanental health thraugh education and shaning of information.

Each of the signatories will support the agreement in the following areas:

a The primary respensibility of all partners are’ 1) to davelon training materials designed to
assist producers in determining their compliance with all fdderal, state, regional and local
enviranmental laws and regulations related to dairy manure and nutrient management 2) 10
communicate and coordinate with each other to assist produgers in achieving compliance. A
product of this effart will be an environmental compliance check-list and related educational
materials for use by dairy producers and their advisors in developing and implementing

Environmental Stewardship Farm Management Plans. :
1

i
i
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b. Each pa
information (office / mobile / pager
available to all partrers.
Planning meetings will be
by all parties).
meetings will b
evaluate the effectiveness of the agreement and (3
agresment,

d. Meetings may be requested by any

Meetings will be scheduled at least 30 days

IV. The C:nlil'ou*nia Dairy Olm“t\.f Assurance Program

The California Dairy Quality Assurance Program (CDQAP) will
industry, government, and academic pariners participating in this

voluntary state, federal and in

livestock.™ Technical assistance for the program i
Davis. The program is - currently funded by grants from the

Advisory Board. Whil: the food safety and animal health modules

under development, ervironmental stewardship represents the fir
implemented. Obligations of the public atid private signatories of
elements of the agreament itself. Participation in this agr

as the food safety and animal healih/welfare modules).

Dairy producers in California may vol
environmental stewarcship. The require
process are outlined helow. The process by which a producer
unanimous consent ol
Section 1).

V. Requirements for Producer Certification |

‘Participation in the program by a dairy -producer is strictly
requirements are interded to assist the producer in complying wi
in 1) the California Perter
Act 3) the federal Clean Water Act 4) the California ‘Figh and
Coastal Zone Management Act,

rtnering organization will have a primary contagt/coordin

scheduled yearly (or at more frequent i

& to: {1) share information on related activities
) make recom

partner 10 address issues relat

dustry cooparative whose mission i
based dairying practices which pramaole the health of the consune
s being provided by the Un

untarily choose to becoms
ments and benefits of this ¢
each of the organizations participating in this Partnership Agreemg

all’ partners {ollowing completion of the

Cologne Water Quality Control Act, 2)

In order for a producer 1o becon
hree requirements listed helow

ator and a backup. Contact

/ FAX / electronic mail phone numbers) will be made

tervals if deemed necessary
in advance. The purpose of the
ithin each organization (2)
endations for improving the

to the program.

cdordinate efforts of the dairy
abreement. This program is &
o Y., encourage science-
- the environment, and dairy
iversity of California,
Cdtifornia Manufacturing Milk
of the program are currently
st kjement of the program to be
this agreement are limited to the

gement in 1o way obligates collaborating
organizations or individual producers to participate in any other 0

ponents of the CDQAP (such

p certified by the CDQAP in
anification as well as the role
nt will play in the certification
i4 certified will be finalized by
Lertification pilot project (sec

voluntary. These certification
| Jaws and regulations set forth
the federat Safe Drinking Water
(;ame Code and the 5) federal
e cartified in the Environmental
must be completed.

t

Stewardship program. each of the t
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" is responsible for developing the farm management plans and the

By participating in this partnership agresment, the signatoricﬁs to this agresment are not making a
determination that producers receiving third party cerification are {n compliance with applicable
laws. However, third party certification is one mechanism by which local, state, and federal

regulatory agencies zre informed of a producer’s efforts in | achieving compliance with
environmental laws. ' -

1. Environmental Stewardship. Shory Course - Each fproduc r (or authorized employee

representing the dairy} must complete a workshop in environme tal stawardship developed or

approved by University of California Cooperative Extension (UC
various locations throughout the state and conducted by UCC
completion will be provided and racords of attendance kept b

}. Workshops will be held at
trained staff. Certificates of

_Envirgnmeantal Ste ardship Farm Management Plan nts - Each producer
(or authorized employee representing ‘the dairy) will camplete gn Environmental Stewardship
Farm Managément Plan and other associated documents tailored tq his or her dairy. The producer
lans shall remain at the facility.
rle right to withheld information
existing laws and regulations.

A regulatory agency’s authority to gather information, an operato
and the public’s right to access the information shall be governed

These plans will include (but are not necessanily limited to):

A. Completed :isk assessment documents. | |

B Calculations describing currenl wastewaler storag capacity and calculations of
storage capacity necessary 10 prevent discharge from|the dairy in the event of a 25-
year, 24-hour storm. .

C. Caleulations demonstrating that existing wastewate capacity is capable of storing
contaminated runoff from a 25-ycar, n4-hour starm dnd maintain at least two feet of
freeboard. '

D. A map of the dairy facility and crop land indicating where inappropriate surface
discharge andfor groundwater nfilration could pecur (a stormwater pollution
prevention plan).

E. A narrative describing how surface and groundwater fischarges will be prevented. The

‘map and narrative wil address: 1) containment of 4l facility waste water up to ;%nd
including contaminated rainwater from 2 25-year, 24-hour storm event, 2} prevention
of washout of storage ponds from a 20-year flood &r 100-year flood for dairies built
after November 27, 1984), 3) exclusion of cattle (thait are fully or partially on feed and
located on anything other than pasture} from enterihg surface waters (ponds, creeks,
etc.), 4) diversion of uncontaminated precipitation nd surface drainage from manure
or wastewaler storage areas, and §) operation and maintenance practices r;iated to
storim water management, i )

F. An emergency phan which describes how appropriatg resources will be mobilized in the
event of a discharge or impending discharge. '

;. Documentazion that the operator has fulfilled the lodal. state and federal environmental
regulatory requirements., !

000074

cpowrwl sl 22T

Y



Y Documentation that the operator meets applicable rgquirements for dairy storage
ponds and land application of manure and wastewaer.

1 Other such elements as may be required by the ocal or regional water quality contro
board, for txample Waste Discharge requirements. |

3 Initial On-site Evaluation - The producer (or authorized employee representing the dairy) will
participate in an on-site evaiuation by a third party. This evaluation will only eccur al the request
of the producer. A check-list cooperatively developed by the participants in this Partnership
Agreement will be used as the evaluation tool. Evaluations will rely heavily on examination of the
Environmental Stewaidship Farm Management Plan and relate documents developed by the
producer, The evaluation will include a visual assessment of the| waste containment and runoff
control facilities. The on-site evaluation will be non-regulatory in nature. Following suctessful

completion of an evaluation, the third party will notify UQCE which will complete the
certification process.

In the avent that the on-site evaluation reveals circumstances nich need to be corrected, the
evaluator will leave au itemized list of corrections and will schedule 2 subsequent re-evaluation.

Upon successful completion of the re-evaluation, the third party will notify UCCE, which will
complete the certificat.on process. '

If a producer owns mere than one facility, an employee reprcsem‘:ag the facilities will only have to
attend the Environmental Stewardship Short course once, but a separate Environmental

Stewardship Farm Management Plan and associated documents will have to be completed for
each facility where livestock are kept.

4_Re-certification - Periodic re-certifications tollowing the third party on-site evaluation prgménl
described zbove will be necessacy for a producer to mai tain his or her Environmental
Srewardship Certification as current. The frequency of these re-chrtifications will be determined as
part of the policy and procedure development following the pilot] project. In the event that the on-
site evaluation reveals circumstances which need to be corregted, the evaluator will leive an
itemized list of corrections and will arrange for a subsequent re- valuation.

§ Quality Control of Evaluation Scrviee - Inspectors from reguiatory agencies may sometimes
accompany the certification evaluators 1o observe the quality df the evaluation. A producer has
the right nat to participate in thesc joint training excrcises. Nething in this provision limits the
ability of a regulatory agency to conduct inspeetions as authorized by applicable laws.

V1. Obligations of the California Dairy Ouality Assurance Program

I. The CDQAP will support the goals and activities of this apreement as outlined in the above
seclions | (Agreement to Establish Partnership), 1] (Partnepship Purpose and Goals), and 31
(Program Areas and Aclivities). The primary responsibility) of all partners is to commitnicate
with the other parinering organizations to assist producersin meating 2 generally understood

set of federal, state, regional and local eavironmental regulations.
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5 The CDOAP will fund, implement and promote a program whiich will make Environmental
Srewardship workshops available to any producer, regardlgss of markeling or service
organization affiliztion. The Environmental Stewardship progrpm has established 2 goal of
having 50% of all producers trained within 24 months of| the signing the Partnership
Agreement. . : _

3 The CDQAP will fund, implement and promote a program by which any producer, regardless
of marketing or service organization affiliaticn, can volunt rily have his or her facility
evaluated and certified. :

4. The CDQAP will be the lead organization coordinating of the effarts of the various state,
federal, industry and academic pariners. This coordination willl include, but is not limited to,
matters related o iraining, educational materials, and funding. .

5. The CDQAP will be the lead organization responsible fof the maintenance of routine
communications batween the organizations participating in this Partnership Agreement. This
will include but is not limited 10 progress reports, scheduling, apd minutes of meetings.

6. The CDQAP will be the lead organization responsible for communication of the goals,

requirements and benefits of the Environmental Stewardship prpgram to the state’s producers.

Vil Obligations of University of California Cooperative Extedsion

i. University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) will support the goals and activities
of this agreement as outlined in the above sections 1 (Agreement 10 Establish Partnership), 11
(Partnership Purpase and Goals), and 111 (Program Area and Activities). The primary
responstbility of all partners is to communicals with the other partnering orgenizations o
assist producers in meeting a gencrally understood set of federal, state, regional and local
environmental regalations. .

2. UCCE will make a dairy environmental workshop available to every dairy producer ‘in
California, regardiess of marketing or service organization affiliation. The Environmental
Srewardship program has established a goal of having 50% df all producers trained within 24
months of the sizning of the Partnership Agreement. Aftendance by a producer in an
educational stewardship short course does not require that he or she participate in an on-farm
certification. Howaver, both workshop training and on-site certification are prerequisites for a
producer to become certified in the environmental stewardship program. UCCE will work
with all partners to ensure that the content of the short coufse is consistent and current with
all federal, state, regional and local envirotmental regulation

3. Listings of successful completion by & producer in an eavironmental stewardship short course
and on-site certification will be kept by UCCE and provideq to all arganizations participating
in this agreement. All reponts resulting from these data will prominently state that “A dair:,f‘s
lack of participation or certification in this program does no necessarily imply that the facility
is out of camplianie with any local, state or federal enviranmental regulations.”

4 With the assistance of the other partners, UCCE will| compile a central databank_of'
information regarcing cnvironmental regulations, interpretation of those regulations, emerging
technologies, and 2ducational materials.
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5. UCCE will organizs the training of the third party evaluators and assist in conducting quality
assurance checks to insure that the on-site evaluations assist producers in meeting all state,
federal, regional, and local environmental regulations,

6. UCCE will create and distribute additional materials (“Updates™) based on Notices of
Violation and Cease and Desist Orders and other information su plied by other partners.

VIIL Obligations of the California Department of Food and Agriculture

|. The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDF A) will support the goals and
activities of this agreement as outlined in the above sectiohs 1 (Agreement to Establish
Partnership), 1! (Partnership Purpose and Goals), and 1lI (Frogram Areas and Activities),
The primary respansibility of all pariners is to communicdte with the other partnering
organizations to assist producers in meeting a generally understood set of federal, state,
regional and local environmental reaulaiions.

2 “The CDFA will organize a limited-scale pilot program for third party on-site evaluations. The
purpose of this pilot project will be to assess the adequacy of the uniform inspection toof in
avaluation of a dairy. CDFA will. be assisted in this project by the other pariners. Other
interested parties such as the California Regional Water Boards and the Department of Health
Services will be invited to participate in both the pilot program and the development of the
certification policies and procedures. The pilot project is anticjpated to take approximately six
months. At the end of the pilot project CDFA will report itg findings and recommendations
back to the partness. At that time, all partners will develap policies and procedures related
certification of praducers. The polivies and procedures wil be agreed to by unanimous
consent all partners prior ta their implementation.

1X, Obligations of the Califoryia Fnvironmental Protection|Agency and the State Water
Resources Control Board |

| California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal-EPA) ahd the State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB) will support the goals and activities of this agreement a3 outlined in
the above sections [ {Agresment 1O Establish Partnership), I (Partnership Purpose and
Goals), and UI (Program Areas and Activities). The primary! responsibility of all partners is {0
communicate with the other partnering. arganizations o assist produters meeting @
aenerally understond set of federal, state, regional and lacal nvironmental regulations.

5 SWRCB will desiynate a single representative within its rganization to answer queslicr}s
reparding the appropriateness ol specific dairy practices. Respanses to these questions will
take place within 2 timely fashion with 2 goal of a respgnse time of not more than five
warking days. ‘

1 Cal-EPA and SWRCB will share with other partners changes in policies, guidance and
existing regulations at the same time and in the same manngr as the rest of the public prior 10
implementation..

4 Caopies of Notices of Violation, Cease and Desist Orders afd other regulatory actions will be
made available to the partners and the public to the extent thorized by state “gunshine” laws

- 10
000077/




after they are finalized and when they are made public. These data will assist the partners in

defining future education and training efforts. | |

Cal-EPA and SWRCB will assist UCCE in the creation of environmental $tewardship

educational materizls. These materials may include fact sheets question and answer sheets,

risk evaluation tools ate.

6 Cal-EPA and SWRCB will consider the cartification status of a|dairy when scheduling routing
inspections. The Cal-EPA and SWRCB maintain their authority to enter, inspect or otherwise
obtain information regarding any facility in any situation to the extent authorized by the
applicable laws for the purposes outlined in those laws. This ncludes (but is not limited to)
complaints or requests for inspections from public sources of private partics, on-going
inspections or compliance orders, or any other reason which legds the Cal-EPA or, SWRCB to
suspect that a facilizy is not in compliance with state or federal egulations.

7. Cal-EPA and SWRCB will be the fead entities in coordinating the compilation of inspection
protocols related te environmental regulations, : i

8 Cal-EPA and SWRCB will be the lead entities in coordinating (he establishment of a check-list
to be used by the third party during on-site evaluation. This gvaluation check list will assist
third party evaluators in determining whether they believe the facility meets federal, state,
regional and tocal environmental regulations to the exien possible given differences in
geographic and regulatory locations. This check list will nt interfere with any agency's
statutory obligatior.s. A facility’s compliance with the check ligt will not constitute any agency
certification of compliance with any federal, state, regional of local environmental laws. Cal-

~ EPA and SWRCB will work to make this check list explicit gnd clear enough for an average
producer 10 understand. X ‘

0. Cal-EPA and SWECB will ‘e the lead entities in the organization of educational workshops
designed to train a1d evaluate empioyees of the third party dn-site evaluation organization in
the use of the check-lists described above. o

10. Cal-EPA and SWRCB will take any necessary steps to edsure that all agencies under, its
organizational umbrella, (OEAHA, CIWMB, regional wate boards ete.} are aware of and
support the obligat.ons undertaken pursuant to this agreement.

L

_ Oblisations of the California Resources Agency and the Department of Fish and Game

| The California Resources Agency and the California Depafument of Fish and Game {CRA-
DEG) will support the goals and activities of this agreement s outfined in the above sections |
(Agreement to Establish Partnership), 11 (Partnership Purpgse and Goals), and 1II (Program
Areas and Activitizs). The primary responsibility of alt parners is 1o communicate with the
‘other partnering o:ganizations (o assist producers in meet|ng a ageneraly understood set of
foderal, state, regicnal and local environmental regulations.

2. CRA-DEG will designate 2 single representative within its organization ta answer questions
regarding the appraprialeness of specific dairy practices

4 CRA-DF(G will coaperate with other partners in communikating changes in existing 1aws of
regulations or their interpretation to the other partners. CRA-DFG will assist the partners (i
integrating these changes or interpretations into the unifon dairy evaluation tool.

4. Copies of Natices of Violation, and other regulatory actfons will be made available to the
pariners. These data will assist the partners in defining futuge education and training efforts.

i
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5.

Utilizing the data listed above (paragraphs 2,3 and 4), CRA-D assist UCCE in the creation
of educational materials. These materials may include fact sheets, question and answer sheets,
risk evaluation toals ete. ‘ ,

CRA-DEG will assist Cal-EPA and SWRCB in the processes deseribed above in Section IX,
Paragraphs 7.8,9. This includes assisting in the establishment lof 2 set of uniform inspection
procedures, establ.shment of a check-list 10 be used by the third party during on-site
evaluation organizition, and organization of educational. wotkshops designed to train and
evaluate employees of the third party on-site evaluation organization.

CRA-DFG will take any nccessary steps to ensure that alt a encies under its organizational
umbrella are aware of and supportive of CRA-DFG’s obligatiofs in this agreement.

X1._Obligations of the USDA Animal Plant Health Ynspection Service (California ofTice)

1.

(W)

The USDA Animal Plant Health lnspection Service, Veterifary Services, California office,
(APHIS) will support the goals and activities of this agreefnent as outhined in the above
sections 1 (Agreement to Establish Partnership), 1t (Partnerstip Purpose and Goals), and 11
(Program Areas and Activities). The primary responsibility of all partners is 10 communicate
with the other partnering crganizations to assist producers in|meeting 2 generaily understood
set of federal, state, regional and local anvironmental regulatigns.

APHIS will assist in providing appropriate personne! and funing when necessary to conduct
research projects, educational seminars, and general guidance) |
APHIS personne! are available as in all cooperative programs to assist in all activities
identified for CDFA. |

XTI Ohligations dt‘rhe USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

1.

The USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRES) will support the goals and
activitics of this agreement as outlined in the above secfions 1 (Agreement to Establish
Partnership), Tl (Partnership Purpose and Goals), and 111j{Program Areas and Activities).
The primary responsibility of all pariners is 10 communjcate with the other partnering
organizations to assist producers in meeting a penerally yinderstood set of federal, state,
regional and local environmental regulations.

NRCS will continus to provide technical assistance 1o dairy operators

NRCS will continue to pursue additional avenues for tech ical assistance to dairy operators
including the development of the consultant/crap advisor industry.

_ NRCS will continue to participate in the development bf technical procedures, training

materials and educational materials.

12
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XTTL, Obligations af the USDA Farm Serviges Agency

1.

1.

.

1.

The USDA Farm Services Agency (FSA) will support the
apreement as outlined in the above sections 1 (Agreement
(Partnership Purpose and Goals), and Il (Program Areas
responsibility of all partners is to communicate with the oth
assist producers in meeting a generally understood set of feq

environmental regulations,

The United Statas Environmental Protection Agency, Region

goals and activities of this
to Fstablish Partnership), Il
and Activities). The primary
by partnering organizations to
eral, state, regional and local

X1V. Obligations of the US Environmenta! Protection Agency (Region 8}

dq (US-EPA), supparts the goals

and activities of this partnership agresment, to the exient that {he agreement does not conflict

with US-EPA’s authority and obligation to implement federal
taws related to funding and appropriations. The primary res

communicate with the other partnering organizations (o

generally understoad set of federal, state, regional and local en

US-EPA’s access to documents and confidentiality and
governed by applicable federal law.

jaws and regulations including
honsibility of all partners is to
}ssist producers in meeting a

ironmental regulations.

isclosure of records shall be
| .

US-EPA will' designare a lead representative and several ltefnates to answer questions

regarding the appiopriateness of specific dairy practices,
take place within a timely fashion and as quickly as possible.

Rebponses to these guestions will

US-EPA will share with other partners changes in policies, g idance and existing regulations
at the same time and in the same manner as the rest of the pyblic. Such input shall in no way
be construed as surrendering existing statutory or regulatory uthority of US-EPA.

Copies of Notices of Violation, Administrative Complian
actions will be made available to the pariners at their specifi

and made public as authorized by the Freedom of Informatipn Act
assist the partners :n defining future education and training efforts

US-EPA will assise UCCE in the creation of environinental
These materials may include fact sheets. question and answer
US-EPA will consider the certification status of a dairy whe
US-EPA maintains its authority to inspect any facility to the 4
US-GPA will cocrdinate with appropriate State agencies

Orders and other regulatory
request after they are finalized
(FOIA). These date will
ewardship educational materials.
sheets, risk evaluation tools etc.
1 scheduling routine inspections.
xtent authorized by law

when conducting routine civil

inspections At its discretion, US-EPA may inform crop adpvisors and other county officials

prior to conducting such inspections in their county.
US-EPA will be a fead entity in coordinating the compilaion
environmental regulations.

of inspection protocols related 10

US-EPA will assis: in establishing materials (such as an inspgction check-list to be used by the

third party during on-site evaluation) that wall assist the thi
whether they believe the facility is in compliance with ap |
facility’s compliance with a check hist will not constitute
with any federal, state, or local environmental laws.

d party evaluator in determining
icahle environmental statutes. A

ency certification of compliance

US-EPA will take any necessary steps to ensure that all dilisions within the Regional Office
are aware of and support the obligations described in this agreement.
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XV._General Provisions of the Agreement

1.

Obligations of the public and private signatories of this agreement are limited to the elements
of the agreement itself, Participation in this Environmental Stewardship agreement in no way
oblipates collaborating organizations or individual producers to participate in other
components of the CDQAP (such as the food safety and animal saith/welfare modules),
Nothing in this agreement shall be construed as surrendering e isting statutory or regulatory
authority of any party. K ‘ ' |
Nothing in this agreement shall be construed to release a dairy ¢perator from complying with
the applicable federal, state, regional or local environmental statutes, regulations, permits, or
consent orders, |

This agreement may be amended through mutual agreement of the parties.

Individual partners may unilaterally withdraw from the partnership agreement following 2

thirty day notice and explanation of the reasons for withdrawal|given at 2 meeting of the full
partnership. ‘ |
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