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I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2024. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 

 

 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Behavioral Health – Lisa Lewis/Christi Lupkes  
 

SUBJECT: AGREEMENT WITH ARIEH WHISENHUNT FOR PSYCHIATRY, 

TELEPSYCHIATRY, AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR SERVICES  
 

SUMMARY: 

 

Overview: 

Kings County Behavioral Health (KCBH) is seeking approval of an agreement with Arieh Whisenhunt, 

Doctor of Medicine (Dr. Whisenhunt) for the provision of psychiatry, telepsychiatry and to serve as the 

KCBH contracted Medical Director.  

 

Recommendation: 

Approve the agreement with Arieh Whisenhunt, M.D. for the provision of psychiatry and 

telepsychiatry services and to continue serving as the Kings County Behavioral Health Medical 

Director effective July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2027.  

 

Fiscal Impact: 

There is no impact to the County General Fund. The agreement amount is $468,000 per fiscal year (FY) 

for FY 2024-25, FY 2025-26, and FY 2026-27, for a total agreement amount of $1,404,000. Services for 

this agreement are paid with Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) funds. Sufficient appropriations for 

expenses and revenue for expenses were included in the department’s FY 2024-25 Recommended 

Budget in Budget Unit 422200 – MHSA. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Dr. Whisenhunt began providing psychiatry/telepsychiatry and Medical Director services for Kings County on 

June 6, 2019, through Agreement No. 21-091, which was approved by the Board. Dr. Whisenhunt has provided 

community-based psychiatric services for over 30 years to include the last four years serving the diverse needs 

of the residents of Kings County. Dr. Whisenhunt's extensive experience in delivering community-based  

 

(Cont’d) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

COUNTY OF KINGS  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230  (559) 852-2362 

Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 
June 25, 2024 

 
 



Agenda Item 

AGREEMENT WITH ARIEH WHISENHUNT FOR PSYCHIATRY, TELEPSYCHIATRY, 

AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR SERVICES   

June 25, 2024 

Page 2 of 2 

 

 

psychiatric care from a Wellness and Recovery model is an important component to the KCBH system of care, 

helping to achieve KCBH’s mission “to promote, support, and invest in the Wellness and Recovery of 

individuals living in the communities of Kings County by creating opportunities to contribute, learn, work, and 

find hope in each day.”  
  

Through this agreement, Dr. Whisenhunt will continue to provide psychiatric services to clients participating in 

the County’s behavioral health programs to include but are not limited to psychiatric evaluations and 

medication support services and will continue serving as KCBH’s Medical Director as required by, and in 

accordance with, California Welfare and Institutions Code § 5751 and California Code of Regulations Title 9 § 

522 and 680.  

 

A sole source justification has been reviewed and approved by the Purchasing Manager. Dr. Whisenhunt has 

extensive community-based psychiatric experience, and there is a shortage of qualified providers in Kings 

County, a federally designated provider shortage area. Transitioning to a new psychiatric provider would 

negatively impact clients already engaged in a therapeutic relationship with Dr. Whisenhunt. KCBH will 

conduct research in other counties to identify best practices for securing medical directors and psychiatrists.  

 

The agreement has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form.  
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I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2024. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Behavioral Health – Lisa Lewis/Christi Lupkes 
 
SUBJECT: AGREEMENT WITH JDT CONSULTANTS, INC. FOR THEREAPEUTIC 

BEHAVIORAL SERVICES 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
Kings County Behavioral Health (KCBH) is seeking approval of the agreement with JDT Consultants, 
Inc., for the provision of Therapeutic Behavioral Services (TBS) and Intensive Home-Based Services 
(IHBS) for children and youth in Kings County for fiscal years (FY) 2024-25 and 2025-26.  

 
Recommendation: 
Approve the agreement with JDT Consultants, Inc. for Therapeutic Behavioral Services and 
Intensive Home-Based Services for children and youth effective July 1, 2024 through June 30, 
2026.  

 
Fiscal Impact: 
There is no impact to the County General Fund. This is a fee-for-service agreement with a maximum 
budget of $985,452 for FY 2024-25 and $985,452 for FY 2025-26, for a total agreement amount of 
$1,970,904. Sufficient appropriations for expenses and revenue for expenses were included in the 
department’s FY 2024-25 Recommended Budget in Budget Unit 422200 – Mental Health Services Act.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
KCBH is seeking approval to renew an agreement with JDT Consultants, Inc. for the provision of state-required 
TBS and IHBS in accordance with Welfare and Institutions Code 14184.402 and the California Department of 
Health Care Services (DHCS) Behavioral Health Information Notice (BHIN) 21-073.  
  
TBS is an Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) supplemental specialty mental  
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health service. TBS is utilized as a short-term and intensive outpatient treatment intervention for individuals 
under the age of 21, who are experiencing a serious emotional disturbance(s) (SED), a stressful transition or life 
crisis, and would benefit from behavioral focused support services.  TBS is not a stand-alone treatment, it is 
intended to supplement ongoing specialty mental health services through working with children, their 
caregivers, and their current mental health treatment provider to maintain residential placement.  
 
IHBS are individualized, strength-based interventions designed to improve mental health conditions that 
interfere with a child or youth’s functioning and are aimed at helping the child or youth build skills necessary 
for successful functioning in the home and community and improving the child or youth family’s ability to help 
the child or youth successfully function in the home and community. IHBS services are provided according to 
an individualized treatment plan developed in accordance with the Integrated Core Practice Model (ICPM) by 
the Child and Family Team (CFT) in coordination with the family’s overall service plan, which may include, 
but are not limited to assessment, plan development, therapy, rehabilitation, and collateral. IHBS is provided to 
beneficiaries under 21 who are eligible for full scope Medi-Cal services and who meet specialty mental health 
medical necessity criteria.  
  
A sole source justification has been reviewed and approved by the Purchasing Manager. The reason for this sole 
source request is to meet the requirements KCBH has with DHCS, as the Mental Health Plan (MHP), which 
requires an array of specialty mental health services for Medi-Cal beneficiaries, including TBS and IHBS. JDT 
Consultants, Inc. specializes in these services with extensive experience in providing them within the region of 
the Central Valley. Maintaining this contract with JDT Consultants, Inc. equates to continuity of care for 
children and youth who are open to JDT Consultants, Inc. currently receiving treatment services.  However, it is 
the intent and has been the ongoing work of KCBH to systematically release/rerelease Requests for Proposals 
(RFP) so that all biddable services stem from an awarded RFP within a time frame that KCBH anticipates being 
manageable, meaningful, and in alignment with best practice. Currently, KCBH is using the benchmark of a 10-
year term, which is what neighboring Tulare County also utilizes for clinical services, unless programmatic 
needs and contractor performance do not warrant releasing one sooner. KCBH anticipates bringing TBS 
services to RFP in fiscal years 2025-26 for which this JDT Consultants, Inc. agreement provides the continuity 
of services to cover until such time.    
   
This agreement has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form. 
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I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2024. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Behavioral Health – Lisa Lewis/Christi Lupkes 
 
SUBJECT: AGREEMENT WITH NICOLE LUK FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING AND 

EVALUATIONS 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
Kings County Behavioral Health (KCBH) is seeking approval of the agreement with Nicole R. Luk, 
Ph.D. (Dr. Luk), to provide psychological testing and evaluation reports for individuals KCBH refers. 

 
Recommendation: 
Approve the agreement with Nicole R. Luk to provide psychological testing and assessments for 
individuals referred by Kings County Behavioral Health effective July 1, 2024 through June 30, 
2027.  

 
Fiscal Impact: 
This agreement has no impact on the County General Fund. The maximum annual compensation for this 
agreement is $20,625 per fiscal year (FY) for 2024-25, FY 2025-26, and FY 2026-27, for a contract 
maximum of $61,875. Expenses under this agreement and sufficient revenue for expenses were included 
in the department’s Fiscal Year 2024-25 Recommended Budget in Budget Unit 420000, Mental Health.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
KCBH is seeking to renew a contract with Dr. Luk, a Licensed Psychologist, to provide psychological testing 
for individuals referred to her by KCBH, acting as the County Mental Health Plan (MHP). This agreement was 
previously approved by the Purchasing Manager due to the monetary threshold, which in the proposed 
agreement requires Board approval.  
 
When needed to clarify a clinical diagnosis of an individual, it is clinical best practice to provide psychological  
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testing, resulting in a comprehensive psychological evaluation report. This testing is not currently provided by 
the MHP and is typically considered a contracted service to the specialized nature of various psychological tests 
requested, such as developmental disorders and delays, traumatic brain injury, and dementia. KCBH has 
historically utilized a contracted provider to assist with these as needed.   
 
Dr. Luk will provide individual psychological evaluations requested through KCBH. Referrals are typically for 
Dr. Luk’s review of documentation, psychological testing, and clinical interviews. In return, Dr. Luk provides 
written reports including a diagnosis of any mental illness and treatment recommendations, as well as responses 
to specific questions posed in the reason for referral.  
 
A sole source justification has been reviewed and approved by the Purchasing Manager for this agreement. 
Finding a psychologist who specializes in psychological testing is difficult as this is a clinical specialty, 
particularly due to the lack of qualified providers available in Kings County, which is a federally designated 
mental health provider shortage area. Additionally, Dr. Luk’s quality, proficiency, and willingness to 
accommodate client’s schedules helps meet consumers' clinical needs.  
 
This agreement has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form.  
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Upon approval of County, County shall pay Contractor monthly in arrears, up to 
the maximum amount reflected in Exhibit A, within thirty (30) days of receipt of timely 
invoices. Contractor shall submit invoices to County describing the services rendered, to 
whom, the date(s) of service and the charges in a form approved by the County. Invoices 
must be documented in such reasonable detail as required by the County's Auditor to 
determine the funds were expended for the intended purposes. Contractor shall support 
its costs by properly executed payrolls, time records, attendance records, billing 
statements, contracts, detailed ledgers, vouchers, orders, or any other documents 
pertaining in whole or in part to this Agreement. 

Should no funds or insufficient funds be appropriated for this Agreement, the 
County reserves the right to propose an amendment or unilaterally terminate this 
Agreement immediately. 

4. TERM

This Agreement commences on the July 1, 2024 and terminates on June 30, 2027, 
unless otherwise terminated in accordance with its terms. 

This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect until both Parties have 
completed performance or the Agreement is otherwise terminated in accordance with its 
terms. 

This Agreement may be extended by mutual consent of the Parties for one (1) 
additional year on the same terms and conditions. 

5. RECORDS AND INSPECTIONS

Contractor shall maintain full, complete, and accurate records with respect to all
matters covered under this Agreement. Contractor shall: a) prepare all records in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting procedures; b) clearly identify and the 
records; c) keep said records readily accessible; and d) maintain the records for seven (7) 
years after the termination of this Agreement. County shall have free access during 
normal work hours to such records and the right to examine, inspect, copy, or audit them, 
at no cost to County. 

6. AMENDMENTS

This Parties may modify this Agreement only by a written amendment signed by
the Contractor and the County's Board of Supervisors ("Board") or other representative 
as authorized by the Board. 






























































