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Board of Supervisors 
Special Meeting Agenda 

 

Date:  Thursday, May 23, 2024  
Time:             9:00 a.m.  
Place: MULTI PURPOSE ROOM, Administration Building 1, Kings County Government Center 
 1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California  93230 

 

 (559) 852-2362    ❖  bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us     ❖     website: https://www.countyofkings.com 
 

COUNTY OF KINGS PUBLIC MEETING PROTOCOL IN RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 
The meeting can be attended telephonically or by the Internet by clicking this link:  

https://countyofkings.webex.com/countyofkings/j.php?MTID=m37625b48c5a719507080f684cbabe257  
    

or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated email 
response with the WebEx meeting link information.  Members of the public attending via WebEx will have the 
opportunity to provide public comment during the meeting. 

*WebEx will be available for access at 8:55 a.m.* 
Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so via the worldwide web 

at: www.countyofkings.com and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this 
link:        https://youtube.com/live/AaRTPmR_13o?feature=share 

 

Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public 
comment. 

Members of the public who wish to comment may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s 

subject matter jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, 

and those comments will become part of the administrative record of the meeting.  Comments will not be read 

into the record, only the names of who have submitted comments will be read into the record.  Written 

comments received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors no later than 8:00 a.m. on the morning of the 

noticed meeting will be included in the record, those comments received after 8:00 a.m. will become part of 

the record of the next meeting. Email is not monitored during the meeting. To submit written comments by 

email, please forward them to  bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us or by U.S. Mail, please forward them to:  Clerk of 

the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230. 

    
I.  9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL – Clerk of the Board 
Pledge of Allegiance 
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II.  UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES 

Any person may directly address the Board at this time on any item on the agenda, or on any other 
items of interest to the public, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  Two (2) 
minutes are allowed for each item. 

   
III.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
  A. Administration – Kyria Martinez 
   1. Consider authorizing the Chairman to sign a letter for the San Joaquin Counties 2024-2025 

Budget priorities. 
   
IV.  CLOSED SESSION 
   Significant exposure to litigation: (1 Case)  

[Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(2)(e)(1)] 
      
V.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The Regular Meeting for the Board of Supervisors for Tuesday, May 28, 2024 has been canceled due 

to Memorial Day Holiday on May 27, 2024. 
  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 4, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. in the Multi 

Purpose Room, entrance is located across the hall from Board Chambers. 
   

FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 June 4   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

 June 11   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

 June 18   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

 June 25   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

 July 2   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

   

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 

contact the Board of Supervisors office at (559) 852-2362 by 9:00 a.m. on the Monday prior to this meeting. 
 

Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda for this meeting will 

be available for public review within 24 hours of receipt of said documents, at the Kings County Board of Supervisors office, 

located at 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230 or at 

 https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary 
 

 

https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary


 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2024. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez 
 
SUBJECT: LETTER OF 2024-25 BUDGET PRIORTIES TO STATE LEGISLATURE 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
Administration requests authorization to submit a letter from the San Joaquin Valley Counties for the 
2024- 2025 budget priorities to the State Legislature based on the Governors proposal to the State 
Budget. This year, the State is projecting a $28.4 billion budget deficit from the May Revise of the State 
Budget. In January, the Governor released his initial budget proposal to close the budget shortfall, at the 
time the budget deficit was $72 billion. In doing so, the Governor relied on General Fund reductions, 
shifts in funding from the General Fund to special funds, and deferral of funding to future budget years. 
Counties are working extremely hard with Valley stakeholders and state policy makers to avoid losing 
any of the resources counites have been able to garner to date. Counties continue to advocate for  
priorities as the State Legislature reviews the Governor’s proposal and makes their own 
recommendations regarding their budget priorities. 

 
Recommendation: 
Authorize the Chairman to sign a letter for the San Joaquin Counties 2024-2025 Budget priorities.   

 
Fiscal Impact: 
None.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
Recently, Administration staff attended the California State Association of Counties (CSAC) Legislative 
Conference in Sacramento.  During the San Joaquin Valley Regional Association of California Counites, which 
Kings is a part of, staff were made aware of budget impacts from the State budget that are detrimental impacts 
to counties. Counties are working extremely hard with Valley stakeholders and state policy makers to avoid 
losing any of the resources counties have been able to garner to date. The San Joaquin Counties, which include  

(Cont’d) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
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Fresno, Kern, Madera, Merced, Stanislaus, San Joaquin and Tulare County have all joined efforts to submit a 
letter to the State Legislature. Although these are not the only County’s priorities, it does address those 
immediate large impacts to counites that would be detrimental should they be reduced.  
 



     

   
 
 
May 15, 2024 
 
The Honorable Scot Wiener 
Senate Budget Commitee 
1021 O Street, Suite 8620 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Jesse Gabriel 
Assembly Budget Commitee 
1021 O Street, Suite 8230 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: San Joaquin Valley Coun�es 2024-25 Budget Priori�es  
 
Dear Chairs Wiener and Gabriel: 
 
We, the San Joaquin Valley Coun�es, write to express our priori�es for the 2024-25 Budget. We urge 
your support in the upcoming budget for the items below. These are essen�al investments in areas that 
intersect with our environmental crisis and the importance of expanded access to behavioral and other 
health services.    
 
We have iden�fied – and respec�ully request your considera�on of – our highest priority issues: 
 
Cri�cal Public Health Services 
The Governor’s May Revision proposes to eliminate $52.5 million in 2023-24 and $300 million annually 
therea�er in Future of Public Health Infrastructure funding. This funding has been nothing short of vital 
for our County Public Health Departments to ensure proper preparedness in the face of public health 
emergencies like the one seen only a few years ago and for quality maintenance of our workforce and 
infrastructure. Allowing for the elimina�on of these funds would be nothing short of irresponsible.  
 
These proposed cuts are worsened by the suggested reduc�on of health workforce ini�a�ves. 
Specifically, the May Revision proposes the reduc�on of $300.9 million in 2023-24, $302.7 million in 
2024-25, $216 million in 2025-26, $19 million in 2026-27, and $16 million in 2027-28 to programs 



including community health workers, nursing, social work, residency programs through the Song-Brown 
Healthcare Workforce Program, the Health Professions Career Opportunity Program, and the California 
Medicine Scholars Program. These proposed cuts would prove detrimental to our coun�es which reside 
in a region of the state most underserved by a properly staffed healthcare workforce. We urge you to 
reject these cuts. 
 
San Joaquin Valley Coun�es have concerns about redirec�ng the Managed Care Organiza�on (MCO) tax 
away from stabilizing and improving Medi-Cal rates and reimbursement rates, which in turn improves 
provider availability. We are aware that the early ac�on package included $3.8 billion in MCO tax ac�ons. 
We are not referencing those ac�ons. We are referencing any further redirec�on of MCO tax towards 
debt issues and not towards advancing access, quality and equity for Medi-Cal beneficiaries as intended 
under AB 119. 
 
Human Services, Behavioral Health and Homelessness 
The Governor’s May Revision also proposes substan�al cuts that impact all human services programs. 
Many of these cuts are ongoing or program elimina�ons in addi�on to cuts included in the January 
budget. The elimina�on of the Family Stabiliza�on Program, Subsidized Employment Program, CalWORKs 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services program, combined with a reduc�on for the CalWORKs 
Home Visi�ng program and drain on the safety net reserve (which results in a double cut to the 
CalWORKs program) will deny cri�cal services to families and our most vulnerable and at-risk residents. 
In addi�on, the May Revise will eliminate the last round of the Behavioral Health Con�nuum 
Infrastructure Program and reduce funding for the Behavioral Health Bridge Housing Program, Homeless 
Housing Assistance Program (HHAP), and Veteran Housing and Homeless Preven�on Program. 
Addressing the current budget shor�all through cuts to cri�cal safety net programs is irresponsible and 
atempts to balance the budget on the backs of low-income Californians, of which the Valley has a 
dispropor�onate share.  
 
Coun�es are proving to be the �p of the spear in the state’s plan for addressing homelessness. Despite 
this  reliance on coun�es, the Governor’s January Budget proposal sought the delay of $260 million in 
HHAP Supplemental Funding to 2025-26. Now, the May Revision proposes to cut those funds all 
together. HHAP provides cri�cal grants to our coun�es as we work to combat California’s worsening 
homelessness. Not only do we urge the reten�on of these funds, but we also ask for further 
considera�on of a HHAP Round 6. While we recognize the current fiscal situa�on of the state, now is not 
the �me to eliminate a program proven to support one of the state’s most pressing problems. 
 
Water Storage and Drought Preparedness 
Water is the lifeblood of the San Joaquin Valley economy, therefore, we are par�cularly concerned about 
cuts to the Department of Water Resources grant and loan programs. San Joaquin Valley Coun�es are 
home to dozens of special districts which are consistently underfunded for infrastructure improvements 
and long-term capital replacement. The Governor’s May Revision proposes a $500 million reduc�on in 
funding for water storage projects in 2025-26. Coupled with proposed reduc�ons to water efficiency 
assistance programs, falling vic�m to recency bias of heavy rainfall is likely to prove costly when drought 
condi�ons inevitably worsen.  
 
It is paramount that the state prepare itself with appropriate storage and remedia�on programs, and we 
find these proposed cuts alarming. Further, the May Revision proposes a $1.4 million reduc�on in 
drought proofing conveyance and Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) implementa�on 



remaining from the 2023-24 budget with no men�on of future investment; a proposal that is out of 
touch with the recent State Water Resources Control Board decision to place the Tulare Lake Subbasin in 
proba�onary status. We ask for your support in maintaining the aforemen�oned storage and SGMA 
implementa�on funding. 
 
Wildfire Response 
It is impera�ve that California make a significant and dynamic shi� to proac�ve resilience against future 
forest fires. Therefore, San Joaquin Valley Coun�es have concerns over any CalFire budget cuts that 
would reduce firefigh�ng ability and fire preven�on ac�vi�es such as grants for fuel reduc�on and fire 
break work, and the hand crews that perform these ac�vi�es. Addi�onally, any cuts to the CA State Parks 
Division of Boa�ng and Waterways (DBW) will have a nega�ve effect on our San Joaquin Valley safety 
and enforcement efforts. This is a concern for the en�re San Joaquin Valley as tourism is a major 
economic engine. 
 
With respect to wildfire insurance, in his presenta�on of the May Revision and subsequent statements, 
the Governor indicated inten�on to address the insurance crisis before our state. While at the �me of 
this leter there has not yet been the produc�on of Trailer Bill Language outlining the Governor’s plan, 
we support an expedi�ous effort at addressing this problem and look forward to reviewing language. 
 
Road and Broadband Support 
San Joaquin Valley Coun�es have concerns about any cuts to state funding for road maintenance and 
improvement and hope to see con�nued support directed to coun�es and local governments for the 
progression and upkeep of our transporta�on infrastructure. Further, our coun�es rely on the Last Mile 
program to ensure con�nued adequate and equitable broadband access in our more rural communi�es. 
The Governor’s May Revision proposes a $200 million delay in funding for this program from the 2025-26 
fiscal year to 2027-28. While we recognize these delays are not for the upcoming fiscal year, any such 
delay in resource availability will have detrimental impacts to our residents. 
 
While this list is not all encompassing of the cri�cal funding alloca�ons needed, without support for the 
above listed issues, our ability to meet the needs of our communi�es will become exponen�ally more 
challenging.  
 
With a deep understanding of the current fiscal cliff, we hope you can con�nue priori�zing investments 
within these areas, and within our coun�es in the coming budget. These requests and acknowledgments 
are essen�al in mee�ng the goals of the Legislature and Administra�on. We are thankful for the 
considera�on of these necessary investments and look forward to discussing these issues with you 
further to improve the quality of life in our State. We stand ready to collaborate with you and the 
Administra�on to do so.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Nathan Magsig, Chairman David Couch, Chairman 
County of Fresno County of Kern 
 
 
Doug Verboon, Chairman Robert Poythress, Chairman 



County of Kings County of Madera 
 
 
Rodrigo Espinosa, Chairman   Miguel Villapudua, Chairman 
County of Merced   County of San Joaquin 
 
 
Mani Grewal, Chairman   Larry Micari, Chairman 
County of Stanislaus   County of Tulare 
 
 
CC:  Members and consultants, Senate Budget Commitee 
 Members and consultants, Assembly Budget Commitee 

Chris Woods, Office of Senate President pro Tem McGuire 
 Jason Sisney, Office of Speaker Rivas 
 Fresno County State Legisla�ve Delega�on 

Fresno County Board of Supervisors 
Kern County State Legisla�ve Delega�on 
Kern County Board of Supervisors  
Kings County State Legisla�ve Delega�on 
Kings County Board of Supervisors  
Madera County State Legisla�ve Delega�on 
Madera County Board of Supervisors  
Merced County State Legisla�ve Delega�on 
Merced County Board of Supervisors 
San Joaquin County State Legisla�ve Delega�on  
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
Stanislaus County State Legisla�ve Delega�on 
Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors   
Tulare County State Legisla�ve Delega�on 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors 

 


