
 
  
Board Members 
Joe Neves, District 1 - Chairman 
Richard Valle, District 2 
Doug Verboon, District 3 
Craig Pedersen, District 4 
Richard Fagundes, District 5- Vice Chairman 
 

 

 
 

 
Staff  
Edward Hill, County Administrative Officer 
Diane Freeman, County Counsel 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board 

 Board of Supervisors 
Special Meeting Action Summary 

 
Date:  Thursday February 24, 2022  
Time:             10:00 a.m.  
Place: Board of Supervisors Chambers, Kings County Government Center 
 1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California  93230 

 
 (559) 852-2362     FAX (559) 585-8047         website: https://www.countyofkings.com 

 

COUNTY OF KINGS PUBLIC MEETING PROTOCOL IN RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 
California Governor Gavin Newsom signed into Law AB 361 on September 16, 2021, relating to the convening 
of public agency meetings via teleconference in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Under this authority, the 
Board of Supervisors will convene its public meetings via video and teleconference.  Pursuant to AB 361, and 
as advised by local Health Officials, the Kings County Board of Supervisors, County staff and interested 
members of the public may attend the meeting in person. 
The meeting can also be attended telephonically or by the Internet by clicking this link:  

https://countyofkings.webex.com/countyofkings/j.php?MTID=mf7b5e085a220d2ee546b26ac7bc3cbca  
or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated email 
response with the WebEx meeting link information.  Members of the public attending via WebEx will have the 
opportunity to provide public comment during the meeting. 

Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so via the worldwide web 
at: www.countyofkings.com and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this 
link:  https://youtu.be/kBDBmlaxY4M 
Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public 
comment.  
Members of the public who wish to comment may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s 
subject matter jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, 
and those comments will become part of the administrative record of the meeting.  Comments will not be read 
into the record, only the names of who have submitted comments will be read into the record.  Written 
comments received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors no later than 8:30 a.m. on the morning of the 
noticed meeting will be included in the record, those comments received after 8:30 a.m. will become part of 
the record of the next meeting. Email is not monitored during the meeting. To submit written comments by 
email, please forward them to  bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us or by U.S. Mail, please forward them to:  Clerk of 
the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230. 
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I.  10:00 AM CALL TO ORDER 
ROLL CALL – Clerk of the Board 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 

   
II.  UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES 

Any person may directly address the Board at this time on any item on the agenda, or on any other 
items of interest to the public, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  Two (2) 
minutes are allowed for each item. 

  Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors stated that the Board received 
correspondence from Rose Shapley and Tamara Ravalin and the letters will become part of the 
permanent minutes record. 
 
Marian Luis, Kings County resident stated her concerns for Upholdings, Inc. who will oversee the 
Northstar project and their lack of communication with the community on the project and asked the 
Board to stop the project. 
 
Brian Null, Kings County resident stated his concerns for the project and for the safety of the residents 
in the area and asked the Board to stop the social experiment in that location.  
 
Ernie Harmon, Kings County resident stated that he has been speaking to the homeless in the 
community and knows that a project is needed and stated that the old county hospital building would 
be a great location due to services in the area and stated that the Board should work with the Hanford 
City Council to stop the potential lawsuits before they are started.  
 
Rebecca Bell, Kings County resident stated that she believes that a facility is needed to help those 
that need the help, and questioned why there were only two choices to place the project and who 
does someone reach out to if there are issues on the site.  
 
Michael Rodriguez, Kings County resident stated that he is disappointed that the residents were not 
allowed to be a part of the process in locating the project in their area and he is concerned with the 
issues this project will bring to the area. 
 
Beverly Rodriguez, Kings County resident stated that she is concerned that this project creates a 
public/private partnership with Upholdings and the problems with financing accountability and 
appearance of Government overreach. 
 
Rochelle Hill, Kings County resident stated her concerns for the location of the project and  
disappointment for not including the community in the project location selection and stated that 
there should be more communication with residents on projects so they are not blindsided. 
 
Christine Leach, Kings County resident stated that she is disappointed in the County elected officials 
for not communicating with residents to allow them the opportunity to be part of the process for 
finding a location for the project and how the Board is not representing the people who they work 
for.  
 
Cheryl Bernard, Kings County resident stated her concerns for the site plan and density in the area 
and asked the Board to do what they can to stop the project or put up road blocks to the process.  
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Robert Hudson, Kings County resident stated that we have all become complacent in allowing things 
to just happen in the State and Country and asked the Board to stand up and to not allow this type 
of forced mandates to be pushed on Kings County. 
 
Liz Toppan, Kings County resident stated her concerns that Upholdings will not meet the 
requirements of the agreement for the project since they did not reach out to the community for 
their input as requested by the Board, information was deliberately withheld from the residents 
regarding this project and she asked the Board to stand up and fight against this project with the 
residents so there can be a successful outcome.   
 
Bob Ramos, Kings County resident stated his concerns that the City of Hanford processed the project 
in 2021 administerially and the public was never notified or given a chance to speak on the project 
and there are density issues with the project in the area. 
 
Leonard Dias,Kings County resident stated his concerns for this type of project happening to any area 
in Kings County without residents knowing, he stated that a public hearing should have been held 
and stated that the Board was lied to in order to get the project approved for funding.  
 
David Cooley, Kings County resident stated his concerns for safety of the residents especially if active 
parolees are allowed to be in the facility and asked the Board to look into the request. 
 
Jeff Mora, Kings County resident stated his displeasure with the project and thanked the Board for 
hearing the residents request to hold a meeting to discuss their concerns and stated that he feels 
there is a better location near the new Sheriff’s Office for this project. 
 
Mike Rodarmel, Kings County resident stated his concerns for the project and asked the Board to do 
what’s best for Kings County and not what is forced on us by the State. 
 
Olga Clark, Kings County resident stated that she owns a piece of property that would be perfect site 
for the project and it is near the Sheriff’s office and wanted the Board to know it is available.  
 
Mark York, Kings County resident sated that he loves Hanford and wants it to stay  a place that people 
would want to visit, it is a good project but the wrong neighborhood. 
 
Lisa Lewis, Kings County Behavioral Health Director stated that staff passed up the first two rounds 
of funding and created the ACT team to work with the highest level of mental health needs individuals 
and that was completed, the next step was the need to find affordable housing for those individuals 
that are doing better and need a place to live, which is part of the No Place Like Home funding that 
they applied for and does not come through the County.  The Behavioral Health department 
partnered as a service provider with the builder on the Northstar project to meet the requirement of 
the funding and redirected the Whole Person Care Program funds from crisis emergency housing, 
which due to the ACT team isn’t being used as much anymore so they redirected the funding to this 
project.  
 
John Darpli, Kings County resident read from a list of questions about the project to the Board and 
will be part of the permanent record of these minutes.  
 
Supervisor Valle stated that he would like to be copied on the email response to answer the questions 
Mr. Darpli just read into the record. 
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Jim Nelson, Kings County resident stated his concerns for the project and the location and for not 
informing the residents of the project.  
 
Brian Gogue, Kings County resident stated that the Board members civic duty is to place this project 
in the community where it will have the positive impact for the clients and the least amount of impact 
on the residents near the project and that was not done.  
 
Patty Gorrell, Kings County resident stated her concerns for the location of the project and feels that 
there are better sites in the City and information presented by Upholdings at the town hall meeting 
was incorrect and she has concerns for issues for the manager to remove residents if there are a 
problem to other residents. 
 
Sandi Case, Kings County resident stated that she has worked hard to create a safe home for her 
family and what this project will do to the area and the safety issues the project will bring as well as 
her concerns for the amount of units on the property as well as parking issues already in the area.  
 
Ed Gaitan, Kings County resident discussed the oath the Board took for their office and asked if they 
feel they are abiding by that oath. 
 
Kimber Regan, Kings County resident stated her concerns for the location of the project and safety of 
the residents in the area, and discussed how the Board removed a contract on a project that was 
planned for a facility in Kings County so they can stop this project.  She stated that this project is 
needed but this is the wrong location and stand behind the voters on this issue. 
  
Robin Fagundes, Kings County resident stated her concerns for safety of residents in the area and 
asked the Board of Supervisors and the Hanford City Council to work together with the residents and 
find a better place for this project which will be closer to services.  
 
Steve McCarti, Kings County resident stated his concerns for the project location and how no one is 
taking ownership of the project and let the community know about it.   
 
Gary Misenhimer, Kings County resident stated that he has concerns with the agreement and the 
scope of what the developer was supposed to do and hasn’t or changed without the Board knowing, 
which he feels allows the Board to get out of the project.  
 
Pam Padilla, Kings County resident stated her past isses with registered sex offender allowed to live 
by her near a daycare and all the problems that happened at the property and how these problems 
could be potential problems created by the resdients of Northstar project and for the community 
residents in the area.   
 
Jacob Conway, Kings County resident stated his concerns with the finger pointing between the 
Hanford City Council and Kings County Board of Supervisors on accepting responsibility on placing 
this project in this area and asked the elected officials to do their jobs and stop the project. 
 
Chris Jordan, Kings County resident stated his concerns for the safety of the community with this 
project in this area and the type of clients that will be housed in this facility and the difficulty created 
for the families in the residential area and asked the Board to consider how the residents feel about 
this project and find a better location. 
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Joe Machado, Kings County resident stated his concerns for the community being disrupted by the 
project in this area and feels there is a better area other than the one they have for this project, he 
stated that the project needs to be studied and the impact it will have on the area you locate it in. 

   
III.  REGULAR CALENDAR 
  A. County Counsel: 
   1. Consider adopting a Resolution making the findings required by AB 361, and bring a 

Resolution to the Board within thirty (30) days to continue meeting under its abbreviated 
teleconferencing provisions. [Reso 22-005] 

    ACTION: APPROVED AS PRESENTED (DV, RV, CP, RF, JN-Aye) 
     
IV.  CLOSED SESSION 
   Significant exposure to litigation: (1 case) Whole Person Care Program Funds – North Star Courts: 

[Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(2)(e)(2)] 
   REPORT OUT: Diane Freeman, County Counsel stated that she did not anticipate any 

reportable action being taken in closed today. 
     
V.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.  
   

FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 March 1   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 
 March 8   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 
 March 15   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 
 March 22   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 
 March 29   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 
Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda will be available for 
the public to review at the Board of Supervisors office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, for the meeting date listed on this agenda. 

 






















