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Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Water Commission and the Ag Advisory Committee after the posting of the agenda for this meeting 
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http://www.countyofkings.com/departments/community-development-agency/information/water-commission. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
Kings County Community Development Agency at (559) 852-2680 by 3:00 p.m. on the Friday prior to this meeting 

 

AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, February 24, 2020, at 5:00 P.M. or soon thereafter 
 

This regular meeting of the Kings County Water Commission will be held at the Kings County Government Center in the 
Multi-Purpose Room of the Administration Building (Bldg. No. 1), 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford CA. 

 
The Kings County Water Commission requests that all cell phones and other electronic communication devices be 
muted or turned off while the meeting is in progress. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER - Chairperson  
 

A. Roll Call of Water Commission Members: (Gregory Gatzka- Secretary) 
 

B. Elections of officers – conducted by the commission’s Secretary 
1. Open nominations for the election of the following officers for the Water Commission. 

a. Chairperson 
Call for motion, second and voice vote. 

b. Vice Chairperson 
Call for motion, second and voice vote. 
 

C. Unscheduled Comments: 
Any person may address the Commission on any subject matter within the jurisdiction or responsibility of 
the Commission at the beginning of the meeting; or may elect to address the Commission on any agenda 
item at the time the item is called by the Chair, but before the matter is acted upon by the Commission.  
Unscheduled comments will be limited to five minutes. 

 
D.  Approval of Minutes of the March 25, 2019, Joint Special meeting - Chairperson: call for motion, second and 

voice vote.  
 

II.  OLD BUSINESS  
 

A. Update on Sustainable Groundwater Management Act - Dennis Mills KCWD 
1. Update and Presentation 
2. Discussion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



III.     NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Kings County Water Policy- Julianne Phillips                 
   1.   Presentation 

2.  Discussion 
3.   Recommendation (if desired) 

    
 
IV. MISCELLANEOUS 

 
A. Future Agenda Items:  
B. Member comments: 
C. Staff comments: 
D. Correspondence: 

 
 V.  ADJOURNMENT – Next Regular meeting is scheduled for May 18, 2020. 







WHEREAS, water is an essential natural resource for all residents and constituents of the County of Kings 
(the “County”) for agricultural, business, residential, recreational, and personal use;  

WHEREAS, due to natural causes such as sequential droughts and growing demand, water is becoming 
an increasingly scarce resource throughout the State of California;  

WHEREAS, increasingly State and Federal regulations continue to make needed water infrastructure 
projects such as water storage and conveyance projects impossible in California,   

WHEREAS, the Kings County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) has a duty to protect the public health, 
safety and welfare by ensuring a sustainable supply of good quality water for all users within the County 
and the watershed that contribute to both surface and groundwater supplies of the region ; 

 WHEREAS, the Board believes that its engagement is necessary to preserve local control over scarce 
water resources; by working with the Kings County Water advisory committee and participating in other 
activities outside the county  like Lake Success and Lake Kaweah  enlargement projects, and  

WHEREAS, consistent with its duty to protect the public health, safety and welfare, to ensure an 
environment conducive to successful agribusiness and other economic interests in the County, and to 
act in the greater public interest, the Board intends to work with the counties of Fresno, Tulare, and 
Kern to develop regional water infrastructure improvements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

1. The Kings County Board of Supervisors hereby adopts a Board policy regarding the establishment and
maintenance of sustainable sources and supplies of water within the County and important to the 
region.  

2. It is the Board’s policy that:

A. The establishment and maintenance of sustainable water supplies within the County are essential to 
protecting the public health, safety, and welfare of all residents and water users in the County. Further, 
the County acknowledges and intends to fulfill its duty to ensure a source of clean, drinking water to all 
persons within the County.  

B. The establishment and maintenance of sustainable water supplies within the County and its 
watersheds are essential to the continuation of local agricultural businesses, which forms the lifeblood 
of this County. 

 C. The County is committed to ensuring that all water sourced within the County, or is a product of 
watershed that contributes to the economic success of the region is managed to benefit the area. 

 D. Based on this policy, the County supports the efforts of the local Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies (“GSAs”) to comply with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (“SGMA”) in their 
efforts to establish and maintain a sustainable supply of groundwater within the County consistent with 

Water Policy



the law, federal, State and local regulations, and sound public policy. The conjunctive use of surface and 
groundwater must be a priority to preserve both sources of water.   

E. Consistent with this policy, the County supports the successful adoption and implementation of a 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”) to manage the groundwater of the County as required under 
SGMA; consistent with the County’s duties to protect the public and production agricultural activities 
affected by GSP policies.  

F. Consistent with this policy, the County supports water sharing agreements, water leasing and water 
trading among County users, as well as water “banking” through use of the State Water Project 
aqueducts and other surface-water infrastructure for later use. However, the County disfavors the 
permanent sale of water allocated to the County.  
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