FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Why is the Coroner's Office involved?
The Coroner is required by state law to investigate all deaths that fall under Coroner jurisdiction. Coroner jurisdiction ranges from deceased individuals who had no regular doctor to individuals who sustain some type of traumatic injury, such as falls, industrial deaths, traffic accidents, suicides, homicides, etc. It also includes deaths where the attending Medical Doctor is unable to state a cause of death or cases where the deceased has not been seen by a doctor for 20 days prior to death.
Where are the deceased taken?
When necessary, the deceased is transported to the Kings County Coroner's Office for autopsy or safekeeping, and later released to the family's authorized funeral home or cremation service.
Will I be able to see my family member or friend at the Coroner's Office?
No, the Coroner's Office does not allow public visitations. The deceased will be released to a funeral home for viewing.
What should I do if a deceased family member is at the Coroner's Office?
Contact the funeral home of your choice. They are prepared to assist you in making the decisions necessary during this difficult time. They work closely with the Coroner's Office to arrange the release of your loved one from our facility. They will also assist you in deciding how many certified copies of the death certificate you may need and will order them for you when they file their paperwork with the county.
When can I schedule the funeral service?
The Coroner's Office will complete the examination as soon as possible. The selected funeral home will contact the Coroner to obtain a time line about when the exam may be completed.
Are autopsies performed on all deceased individuals?
No, autopsies are performed only on those cases where it is required by law or where it is necessary to determine the cause of death.
Am I required to pay for a family member's autopsy?
No. If the Coroner's Office deems an autopsy necessary, you do not have to pay for the examination.  If the Coroner's Office deems an autopsy unnecessary and the next of kin wishes an autopsy be conducted, they may hire a private doctor to conduct an autopsy, after the decedent has been released from the Coroner's Office.
What if I have no money for funeral expenses?   
If the decedent or legal next-of-kin are indigent, then the legal next-of-kin may apply for an indigent cremation. Applications may be obtained from the County of Kings Human Services Agency during regular business hours.

Will we be able to find out the cause of death?
Yes, when the results become available. If cause of death is immediately known, the death certificate will indicate cause of death and will be provided to the mortuary at the time of the funeral arrangements.  If the cause of death is not immediately known, we will likely be waiting on toxicology or other specialized examination and could take four weeks or more.
How do I get a copy of the Coroner Report?

At the bottom of the Coroner Home page, click on the "CORONER REPORT REQUEST FORM" link and complete the form.  There is a $25 fee payable by cash, check or money order. You may either pay the fee at our office, or mail the form and payment to our office. You may submit the request form at any time; however if the report is not completed, your request will be held until the completed report is ready for release.  
How do I get copies of the Death Certificate?
Death Certificates are initially ordered for the family by the funeral director handling the final arrangements. Copies may also be obtained from Vital Records located at the Kings County Department of Public Health, 330 Campus Drive Building, Hanford, CA 93230.
How do I find out information when I have questions? 
You may contact the Coroner's Office during normal business hours, Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding holidays, or by calling (559) 852-4362. 
How do I obtain property taken by the Coroner's Office? 
Generally, property is released with the deceased to the funeral home that is providing arrangements. The Coroner's Office may release property directly to the legal next-of-kin, or to any other person furnishing written authorization from the legal next-of-kin. The Coroner's Office releases property during regular business hours, excluding holidays. Proof of identification is required. 
What are the Coroner Office business hours?
Excluding holidays, the Coroner Office is open Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The office is closed to the public for lunch between 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Where is the Coroner's Office located? 
Our address is 1470 North Drive, Hanford, CA 93230
